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Designate your dona-

tions to:   
United Way #8908 or 

CFC #56071 

Message from the Executive Director: 
The devastation of the recent hurricanes which pounded 

many Caribbean islands and the United States has been 

almost incomprehensible.  The terrible loss of lives and 

property has been heart-wrenching to watch.  The panic 

and fear which these storms generated has been difficult 

to see. 
A newspaper report several weeks ago spoke of prepara-

tions being made in Haiti, as Hurricane Irma approached.  

Haiti still has not recovered from the earthquake of 2010 

and the destruction caused by Hurricane Matthew last 

October.  As Hurricane Irma approached Haiti, a report-

er spoke with a lady, Nadeige Jean, a 35 year-old fruit 

seller, who said she felt helpless to do anything but strug-

gle on with her daily routine.  Nadeige said this:  
"I guess we are worried, but we are already living 

in another hurricane, Hurricane Misery," said the mother 

of three, who was selling fruit at the Olympic Market. "So 

they say I should board up my house? With what? Wood? 

Who's going to pay? With what money will I buy it? Ha! I 

don't even have a tin roof. If the winds come, I can't do 

anything but hope to live."  Far too many people in our 

world today live in ‘Hurricane Misery’, including so many 

right here, in our own community.  It has been heart-

warming to see the tremendous relief response of so 

many.  Within our human spirit lie a wonderful sense of 

great sympathy and empathy and a desire to help those 

who need it the most.  And that is where FCS comes in, 

as we continue to provide relief to so many of our own 

neighbors in the greater Falls Church community.  So 

many people continue to live in a storm of misery, due to 

a lack of basic necessities such as food, furniture and 

money to pay rent, utilities and medical bills. 

The ministry of FCS remains strong as we strive to meet 

these and other emergency needs and in doing so, we 

strive to bring hope to those living in such misery.  We 

continue to be so very grateful for the generous support 

of so many individuals and congregations and we hope 

and pray you will keep being willing to assist.  Please take 

a look at this newsletter and also notice what FCS has 

done and continues to do.  Please, give me a call anytime 

to discuss how you might further assist this ministry in 

very real, tangible and hope-filled ways.—Bill Hale 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Paper goods— 
     toilet tissue 
     paper towels 
Peanut butter and Jelly  
Small bags white rice 
Canned fruit 
Cereal 
Spaghetti sauce 
Cleaning supplies 
Toiletries 
Pantry items may be deliv-
ered to Knox Presbyterian at 
7416 Arlington Blvd. during 
the church office hours, 

9-1 weekdays.  Please call 
before you come, at 703 
560-5288. 
FURNITURE NEEDS 

Bed frames, dressers, din-
ing tables and chairs.   
Volunteers are greatly 
needed to pick up and 
deliver furniture.  We 
continue to need a Fur-
niture Coordinator to 
schedule deliveries and 
pick ups.  Please con-
tact us if you can help. 

HOW  YOU CAN HELP 

Volunteer Spotlight: 

Meet Sarah Rhodes 

We are spotlighting one 

of our many Food Pan-

try volunteers, Sarah 

Rhodes.  Sarah pur-

chases fresh and perish-

able items for our Food 

Pantry on a weekly    

basis (sometimes twice 

a week!).  Sarah also prepared all of the food for our 

Appreciation Luncheon in April.  Since retiring a few 

years ago, Sarah wants to do community service and 

volunteer work.  She also volunteered for “Food for 

Others” for a couple of years.  Sarah and her husband, 

Michael, have 2 adult children and one baby grand-

daughter.  We are so grateful for Sarah and all of the 

amazing volunteers who serve FCS! 
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FCS Provided Emergency Assistance to Over 2,600 People 
From July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017, FCS provided emergency rental assistance to 702 individuals (290 

households).  FCS provided utility payments to 201 individuals (74 households).   Prescription costs 

were paid by FCS for 11 individuals.  Donated furniture was delivered to 238 individuals (92 house-

holds).  Miscellaneous assistance (such as gas, phone bill, medical supplies, etc.) was provided to 44 indi-

viduals (32 households).  Emergency food was delivered to 1,010 individuals (427 households), clothing 

vouchers were provided to 18 individuals, and Thanksgiving  deliveries were made to 120 households. 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the Falls Church Community Service Council (FCS) is to provide essential human ser-

vices for those in need in the greater Falls Church area regardless of faith, race or ethnicity. 

 Falls Church Community Service Council  
 Statement of Activities    

                        For Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2017      

     
  Income           
  Fairfax County        $ 84,670  
  City of Falls Church               15,018   
  Faith Communities/General Public     64,408        
  Other income            6,807  
  Total support                                      170,903     

   
 Expenses          
  Program Expenses         
   Emergency Assistance        89,164        
   Food Pantry            21,684  
   Furniture, Clothing, Transportation     20,701 
   Total Program Expenses                          131,549     
  Administrative Expenses        25,900 
  Operating Expenses (Audit, Insurance, Office   8,802     
    Total Expenses                166,251  

              

         
         

We’re on Facebook! 
Please go to our Facebook page and 

like us. 

Donate by Credit Card 
If you prefer to donate by credit card on-line 

please go to our website:  fcswecare.org and click 
on the donate button. 
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Each year we deliver Thanksgiving “baskets” to Falls Church families 

Here’s what you can do to help: 

 Pray for those delivering and those receiving. 

 Donate Food—Food may be dropped off at Knox Presbyterian Church, 

7416 Arlington Blvd, Falls Church  between 9:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on 

weekdays.   

   ◄See the contents list  for suggestions. 

 Donate Money  $25 will sponsor one Thanksgiving basket. 

 Help Pack “Baskets”—Baskets will be packed  Friday, November 17, 

10 a.m.,  at Knox Presbyterian Church   

 Make Phone Calls—Help make calls to families receiving food during 

the week before deliveries are made 

 Help Deliver—Deliveries will be on  Saturday, November 18, 

beginning at 10:00 a.m. from Knox Presbyterian Church.  All 

deliveries are in greater Falls Church.  

To volunteer with packing or delivery, please call Linda Rice-Johnston  
at 703-560-5288 or email fcswecare@aol.com  

How to participate in the FCS 

Thanksgiving Delivery Program, 

Saturday, Nov. 18, 2017 

CONTENTS OF THE FCS 
THANKSGIVING BASKET: 
  

  
POTATOES 
ONIONS 
CELERY 
STUFFING 
PIE SHELL 
PUMPKIN 
CANNED SWEET 
POTATOES 
EVAPORATED MILK 
CRANBERRY SAUCE 
JELLO 
CANNED FRUIT 
ROLLS 
BROTH 
CANNED BEANS 
CANNED CORN 
GRAVY 
TURKEY CERTIFICATE 

Helping Our Neighbors in Need. 

Falls Church Community 

Service Council 

7416 Arlington Blvd. 

Falls Church, VA 22042 

703 237-2562 

www.fcswecare.org 

  

I WANT TO HELP 
  

I would like to sponsor _________Thanksgiving basket(s).  

My check for $25 per basket is enclosed. 
  

NAME____________________________________________________________ 

  

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________________________________ 

  



CROP Walk to End Hunger—Sunday, Nov. 5, 1:30 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. Registration at Lee-Graham Pool parking 

lot, 7319 Lee Highway. 

Join us for the 5th Annual 

CROP Walk to End Hunger 

to be held Sunday, Nov. 5. 

Registration 1:00 p.m.  Walk 

begins 1:30 p.m. 

 
CROP walks are neighbors walking to-

gether to raise money to take a stand 

against hunger in our world.  Some 2,000 

communities across the country take part 

each year.  
 

How to participate in the Falls 

Church CROP Walk to End Hunger 
 
Go to the CROP website http://

www.crophungerwalk.org/fallschurchva 

 
You may find more information, sign up to par-

ticipate, and make online donations. 

 
Contact Falls Church Community Service 

Council at fcswecare@aol.com or 703 237-

2562 for more information. 



Stuff the Truck 
Food Drive 

Thanks to those who 

participated in the Stuff 

the Truck food drive on 

August 27.  We        

received a large amount 

of food and some    

generous financial     

donations from several 

of our member congre-

gations. 

FCS will hold its fifth annual CROP 
Walk for Hunger on Nov. 5, 2017 

Please join us for our CROP Hunger Walk on 
Sunday, Nov. 5, beginning at 1 p.m. at the Lee-

Graham Swim Club parking lot at 7319 Lee 
Highway, Falls Church.  More information is 
on our CROP Walk flyer in this newsletter. 

CROP Walkers from Oct. 30, 2016 

Clergy and Volunteer Appreciation 
Luncheon—An appreciation luncheon was 
held April 25th at Knox Presbyterian, thank-
ing all those who serve needy families in the 

Falls Church area. Special thanks go to     
Sarah Rhodes who decorated the tables and 
prepared the food.  Speakers included repre-
sentatives from social service programs in 

Falls Church City and Fairfax County.  

Providence Players—Thanks to those who served 
refreshments at the Providence Players’ perfor-
mances in June.  We raised some much-needed 
funds and publicized FCS programs.  Special 
thanks to Catherine Dubas for organizing the vol-
unteers.  Thank you to the Providence Players for 
allowing us this opportunity and for donating $500 
to FCS from this effort. 

Day of Service 
Many thanks to all of the 
volunteers with the local 
Church of Jesus Christ 
and Latter Day Saints, 
Day of Service on       
Saturday, September 16.  
They collected and delivered about 1,000 pounds of 
grocery items for the FCS Food Pantry!  Special 
thanks to Elaine Johnsen for helping to coordinate the 
effort. 

GEMS - The emergency food program has a new     

volunteer opportunity—Groceries Every Month 

(GEM).  Volunteers commit to deliver groceries to just 

one household once each month.  These households 

are all in Falls Church zip codes and have been      

identified as chronically in need of food.  The GEM   

volunteers deliver a week’s groceries to the same 

household once a month.  It’s a small time commit-

ment with a great impact. The program began in      

January.  We now have 18 households which are     

receiving monthly food deliveries, without having to 

contact social services each month.  All the clients are 

vetted by specialists to determine their needs.  We 

need a few more volunteers for this program.  For 

more information, please contact the FCS office. 

Please become a GEM! 



FCS is partially funded through Fairfax County’s Consolidated Community Funding Pool 
(CCFP) and the City of Falls Church.  

FCS Member Faith Communities 
 

Christ Crossman UMC 
The Church of Jesus Christ and Latter Day 

Saints in Falls Church 
Dulin UMC 

The Falls Church Anglican 
The Falls Church Episcopal 
Falls Church Presbyterian 

First Christian Church 
Galloway UMC 

Graham Road UMC 
Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Idylwood Presbyterian 

Knox Presbyterian 
The Rock Christian Center 

St. James Catholic 
Iglesia Santa Maria 

St. Mary’s Orthodox 
St. Patrick’s Episcopal 

St. Paul’s Lutheran 
St. Philip Catholic 

Sleepy Hollow UMC 
Temple Rodef Shalom 

How to contact FCS: 
 

FCS Office 

7416 Arlington Blvd. 

Falls Church, VA 22042 
 

Phone:  703-237-2562 

Email:  fcswecare@aol.com 

Website:  www.fcswecare.org 

Mail-in Donation Form 
 

Please accept my gift of: 
 

 ◊ $1,000   ◊ $500  ◊ $250  ◊  $100  ◊ $50   ___________Other 
 
 Payment:  Please enclose a check payable to FCS. 
 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________ 
 
City, state, zip:_____________________________________ 
 
I would like my gift to honor or be in memory of: 
 
Name:____________________________________________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________ 
 
City, state, zip:_____________________________________ 
 
 

FCS is a 501(c)3 organization.  Donations are fully tax-
deductible.  Thank you for your support! 

 

Serving our neighbors in need 
since 1969. 


